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PROGRAM DECISION MEMORANDUM # 43
Subject: Non-selected SCAP facilities

Mission Directorate or Center(s):  Glen Research Center including (Plum Brook Station), Ames Research Center

Program:  Shared Capability Asset Program (SCAP)
Issue: 

SCAP solicited proposals from the Centers and Mission Directorates regarding assets/asset classes that met the SCAP selection criteria and were submitted for consideration for Agency prioritization and /or funding.  Assets that were deficient in meeting the SCAP criteria were not considered for inclusion into the SCAP nor were they considered for Agency funding.  

Discussion:
The Thermal Vacuum Chambers at GRC, VF-5 and VF-6, and the Cryogenic Tank Facility (K-Site) at PBS are not recommended for sustainment funding or inclusion into the SCAP.  K-Site is presently in a stand-by status.  VF-5 is presently inactive, and neither VF-5 nor -6 are well subscribed by programs, either in-house or from outside, and thus they tend to have low utilization rates.  In addition, there are no current business projections for these facilities.  (See PDM # 40 for approved TVC assets)

Simulation capabilities at ARC, the Future Flight Central and the 20-G Centrifuge, are not recommended for sustainment funding or inclusion into the SCAP.  These facilities have no known current or projected program requirements for usage. (See PDM # 22  for approved simulator assets).  The CVSRF was also not separately recommended for sustainment funding, but there is a small utilization forecast from ARMD.  The staffing support required to be able to run the CVSRF is contained within the VMS staffing.  No separate sustainment funding is required for the CVSRF, and programs may purchase CVSRF testing from the skills resident in the base supported by the VMS as part of the flight simulation capability.

Decision:  

I&M/SCAP is assigned an action to develop a disposition plan for these assets with the Centers by September 2006.  The disposition plan should address reassignment of FTEs and termination of procurement activities as appropriate.  Disposition of some assets may be constrained by the congressionally mandated independent review of Aeronautics facilities and simulators per the language in the NASA 2005 Authorization Act. 
Approved:

Scott Pace

Date:
July 21, 2006

